Introduction
Biostratigraphical correlation within the Tertiary between the central and southern North Sea Basins and with onshore sites in southern England and north-west Europe is relatively poorly understood. A study of the biostratigraphical distribution of calcareous nannofossils via side wall samples (SWS) and ditch cuttings (DC) from released Shell/Esso exploration wells was proposed to remedy this problem and to investigate the feasibility of a calcareous nannofossil biozonation for the whole of the Tertiary in this area. Comparative study of onshore material was considered expedient to link, where applicable, the substantial offshore sequences with the 'classical', although highly facies variable, Tertiary localities of north-west Europe which have been the subject of intensive published study for many years.
The physical properties peculiar to the North Sea Basin (subbasins, grabens, inversion axes, folding, faulting, etc.) and the volume of work conducted there make the erection of a local biozonation scheme most worthwhile for refined correlation.
Previous work
The amount of published work concerning Tertiary calcareous nannofossils from onshore sites in north-west Europe is quite considerable (see AUBRY 1986, pp. 268-269) . Most recent publications have involved the correlation of assemblages with magnetostratigraphy (e.g.
